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1. General information:
1.1. The International Basic Sciences Knowledge Contest (hereinafter ‘the Contest’) are founded by the Autonomous Non-profit Organization Ural Federal District Teaching House (hereinafter ‘ANO UFD Teaching House’), Yekaterinburg, Russia.
1.2. The founder reserves the proprietary rights to the educational project International Basic Sciences Knowledge Contest, software and Contest tasks.
1.3. Joint resolution passed by the authorized representatives of all the participating countries serves the basis for holding the 12th International Basic Sciences Knowledge Contest.
1.4. Main objectives and purposes of the Contest are as follows:
· To detect and develop the creative capacities in the students and their interest to scientific and research activity,
· To extend and enrich the international academic and cultural communication,
· To involve the students into the intellectual creative activity,
· To develop cognitive interests of the students, 
· To introduce the students to the international educational and communicative environment,
· To motivate the teachers to organize the scientific and research activity of the students. 

1.5. The International Organizing Committee (hereinafter ‘the IOC’) carries out the general management. List of the IOC members is attached hereto in Annex 1. Functions of the International Organizing Committee include the following:   
· To determine the general procedure for the Contest at all the phases,
· To perform direct management over the Contest,
· To appoint methodical committees for the subject to ensure the required scientific and methodical level of the Contest,
· To control compliance with the rules during all the phases of the Contest,
· To develop rules and instructions to hold the Contest not stipulated hereby,
· To interact with teachers and parents,
· To resolve controversial issues arising due to the Contest holding,
· To analyze and summarize the results of the Contest.

1.6. Order of the Contest phases
The Contest are hold annually during one academic year and include at least two obligatory phases: qualification and final phases. Number of qualification phases in the participating countries shall be determined by the National Organizing Committees and Regulations on qualification phase in a particular country. Qualification phases are hold remotely. At the final phase every student may choose physical presence or extra-mural from of participation.
1.7. Participants of the Contest 

1.7.1. Students of any general educational institutions (hereinafter ‘the schools’) may voluntarily participate in the Contest. Age of the students: from 9 to 17.
1.7.2. There are not quotas for qualification phase of the Contest. All students of the participating countries willing to take part in the qualification phase of the Contest shall be included into the list without any preliminary selection. Only the students who credit the required admission score may participate at the final phase.
1.8. The following countries are taking part in the Contest:  
· Belorussia,
· Bulgaria,
· Kazakhstan, 
· Kyrgyzstan,
· Russian Federation, 
· Tajikistan,
· Turkey,
· Ukraine, 
· Czech Republic.
This list can be supplemented. If you want to register a new country, you shall click the ‘UN flag’. For new participating countries, we provide the tasks for the Contest in English or in the language of the country.
1.9. The Contest are hold for the following general subjects: mathematics, information science, physics, geography, biology, chemistry, English language, German language, and French language. These subjects of the project are international. The Contest tasks for the above mentioned subjects are made based on the obligatory minimal content of educational programs of the participating countries and are translated in the languages of the participating countries.
2. Status of the Contest
The International Basic Sciences Knowledge Contest  have the status of international intellectual competition. This status cannot be amended.

3. Working language of the Contest
The following languages are the working languages of the Contest: English, Bulgarian, German, Chinese, Russian, Tadjik, Turkish, Ukrainian, French and Czech.

4.  Qualification phase 

4.1. Qualification phase in all participating countries shall be hold remotely at the location of permanent study of the students (at schools). School management or any teacher who likes this project can tell the student and their parents about the terms and conditions of the qualification phase. A teacher shall independently determine days and time for holding the Contest within the said period. Qualification phase shall be hold in electronic (computer-aided) and complex (computer-aided and hard copy) form of testing. The teacher shall choose the variant at his/her discretion based on the technical capabilities.
4.2. In case of electronic (computer-aided) testing, the students solve the tasks of the Contest on their computers using ETC (specialized software for electronic testing of participants). ETC operates in on-line mode and requires continuous connection to the Internet during testing. ETC becomes available from the first day of qualification phase period. Before testing, the software asks for entry of individual login and password of the student. Login and password are generated after registration. In case many computers connected to the Internet are available at the school, the participants are tested simultaneously or in shifts. Answers of the participants are recorded to the server where the gained marks are simultaneously calculated. After completion of testing, the final result of each student is calculated and displayed on the monitor.  
4.3. In case of complex (computer-aided and hard copy) testing, on the first day of qualification phase administrators open access to the files with tasks in their rooms, which shall be uploaded to computer, opened in MS Word or PDF program and printed in the needed number of copies. During printing of the Contest tasks the administrator shall ensure compliance with confidentiality requirements related to the content of the tasks. The printed tasks are distributed to the participants directly before testing on the designated day and time.
In case of complex testing, the participants shall solve the Olympic tasks in the classroom on paper and write down the answers in the special form. After the completion of the forms, the teacher shall collect them, and enter the answers of the students to the ETC. This job can be done by a system administrator or teacher of informatics. 
4.4. After testing, it is possible to review the analytical reports with results of the students in the room of the teacher.

5. Final phase   
5.1. Final phase is hold in two forms: in physical presence and extra-mural (remotely). Participants of the Contest may choose any form of the final phase.
5.2. Remote form of final phase is implemented at the schools of participating countries in the territory of permanent study of students. Schools of participating countries of the project establish environment for execution of the Olympic tasks in on-line testing mode.
5.3. Physical presence form of final phase is implemented in the participating countries of the project at the International specialized platforms (hereinafter ‘ISP’). Status of ISP can be assigned to a school or higher education institution, which submitted an application to the IOC.
5.3.1. ISP admits all finalists attending in person from the countries participating in the project on all subjects of the Contest and implements the specialized educational component. List of ISP is given in Table 1.
5.3.2. Local Organizing Committees develop programs for the final phase at the ISP, which include opening of the Contest, briefing for the participants, and performance of the Olympic tasks. Envelopes with tasks are opened directly before beginning of the final phase of the Contest in the presence of the committee consisting of the ISP Organizing Committee Chairman, representatives of management of the educational institution in which the ISP works, teachers – initiators of the Contest and independent observers (representative of IOC and/or specialists of authorities managing education). Following the final phase papers of the participants are collected and transmitted to the ISP Organizing Committee for digitalization, which is made under supervision of the independent observer in accordance with the preliminary approved schedule published on web site of the Contest.
5.3.3. Based on resolution by the IOC the following ISPs and terms of final phase are determined for the final phase with personal attendance in 2015/2016 academic year.
Table 1  

	№
	Location and type of platform
	Specialized educational component
	Registration of participants and holding of the  Contest
	Check of the papers and drafting of protocols
	Victory ceremony

	1
	Turkey, Antalya 
All-subject international
	Natural science (biology, chemistry, geography, nature study) 
	09.04.2016
10:00 - 13:00
	10.04.2016
	11.04.2016
10:00 - 13:00

	2
	Czech Republic, Prague
All-subject international
	Linguistic (French, German, English)
	13.04.2016

10:00 - 13:00
	14.04.2016
	15.04.2016

10:00 - 13:00

	3
	Russia, Kazan
All-subject international
	Natural science (biology, chemistry, geography, nature study)
	09.04.2016
10:00 - 13:00
	10.04.2016
	11.04.2016
10:00 - 13:00

	4
	Russia, Yekaterinburg
All-subject international
	Linguistic (French, German, English)
	09.04.2016
10:00 - 13:00
	10.04.2016
	11.04.2016
10:00 - 13:00

	5
	Russia, Nizhniy Novgorod
All-subject international
	Physico-mathematical (physics, mathematics, information science)
	09.04.2016
10:00 - 13:00
	10.04.2016
	11.04.2016
10:00 - 13:00

	6
	Russia, Moscow
All-subject international
	Physico-mathematical (physics, mathematics, information science)
	09.04.2016
10:00 - 13:00
	10.04.2016
	11.04.2016
10:00 - 13:00

	7
	Russia, St. Petersburg
All-subject international
	Humanities (history, social studies, literature, Russian)
	09.04.2016
10:00 - 13:00
	10.04.2016
	11.04.2016
10:00 - 13:00

	8
	Russia, Sochi

All-subject international
	  Natural science (biology, chemistry, geography, nature study)
	09.04.2016
10:00 - 13:00
	10.04.2016
	11.04.2016
10:00 - 13:00


Table 2.
	Day No.
	Name of event

	First day
	Arrival of participants, excursions.

	Second day
	Opening ceremony of the 12th International Basic Sciences Knowledge Contest .
Final phase of the Contest.
Excursion in educational organizations.

Socializing of teachers and students.
Check of papers, drafting of protocol.

	Third day
	Specialized events for students and teachers in the receiving educational organizations.
Preparation and completion of awarding materials. 

	Fourth day
	Victory ceremony for the finalists of the 12th International Basic Sciences Knowledge Contest .
Closing ceremony of the Contest.


5.3.4. All programs of presence of the finalists at the international specialized platforms are approved by the IOC and published before 01.11.2015. Terms for attendance of the participant at the ISPs are determined based on number of days of official Contest period, terms and conditions of implementation of the educational program and days needed to arrive at the location of the Contest and back home, time for adaptation and acclimation.
5.3.5. The IOC provided additional rights to the ISPs:
- To establish special protocols of the ISP,
- To award the winners of the ISP.
5.3.6. Results of the ISP’s finalists are entered to the general final protocol.
5.3.7. Each finalist attending in person depending on desire, financial and other capabilities may choose any ISP for the final phase. All costs related to travel to the ISP are paid by the parents (legal representatives) of the students and by application of various financing sources attracted in compliance with the applicable laws of the countries participating in the project.
Students and teachers travelling to the ISP shall prepare a presentation of their school (community, region) and welcome message to other participants of the final phase.  They shall determine the form of presentation (presentation consisting of slides, a poetry, song, performance, prose, etc.) and welcome message at their discretion. Groups have opportunity to perform at the opening ceremony of the final phase of the Contest.
Duration of performance shall be at most 3-4 minutes. ISP program includes exchange of souvenirs and socializing of the children.
5.3.8. Individual participants may choose any ISP, submit an application and come on the designated day to the chosen country and city, or choose remote testing option.
6. Choice of subjects 
Student may choose one, two or more subjects he/she studies at school for testing at the qualification phase. For the final phase, students must choose only one subject at the ISP.
7. Olympic tasks 
7.1. The Olympic tasks are elaborated by the subject methodical committee taking into account the educational level of the students of the countries participating in the Contest. The methodical committee is fully responsible for confidentiality and informational security during preparation of the tasks. The tasks are translated to the languages of the countries participating in the Contest. Students of the countries participating in the Contest do the identical tasks.
8. Phases and terms of the Contest 
Phases and terms of the Contest are set out by the International Organizing Committee.
9. Totaling and awarding 
9.1. Qualification phase 
In all countries participating in the Contest, the program automatically generates protocols of results per each subject and grade. After qualification phase, each participant receives a certificate of participation in the Contest. The IOC manages the awarding of the participants at the qualification phase.  The International Organizing Committee of the Contest sets out the passing score for the final phase.
9.2. Final phase 
9.2.1. Awarding of the finalists present in person 
Organizing Committees of the ISPs hold the events of final phase in compliance with pars. 5.3.1 - 5.3.8 hereof. After generation and publishing of the protocol, the Organizing Committee of the ISP awards the finalists of this ISP with the international diplomas which degree is determined depending on the credited points. Finalists of the ISP having earned from 55 points and more are given with diplomas of the 1st, 2nd and 3rd degree for the first, second and third place respectively and awarding materials of the standard type. Finalists having earned below 55 points are awarded with diplomas of participants. Results of the ISP finalists are recorded into the final international protocol of final phase of the Contest for participants present in person. 
All the finalists of the Contest having arrived to the ISP are divided into two categories:
1) “Prof” category. Finalists of this category do the Olympic tasks on the section subjects and participate in the section educational events at the ISP.
2) “Erudite” category. Finalists of this category do the Olympic tasks on the non-section subjects and voluntarily participate in the section educational events at the ISP.
The Contest finalists are awarded with medals in the “Prof” category and
“Erudite” category at the ISP. At awarding the following is taken into account:
1) Medals in any one section subject and any one non-section subject are drawn in presence of at least six participants (quorum). Is quorum is absent in one subject, the quorum shall be achieved by uniting the subjects in section segment or association of subjects in non-section segment. Awarding for section subject and non-section subject is carried out regardless of the category based on maximum points.
2) In case following uniting of the subjects quorum is absent (in section or non-section segments) than awarding in section or non-section segments is carried out based on simple list of finalists regardless of the category based on maximum points.
Conditions of medal awarding:  

· Gold medal – maximum points among the participants but at least 60 points,

· Silver medal – second result of the maximum points but at least 60 points,
· Bronze medal – third result of the maximum points but at least 60 points. 

9.2.2. Awarding of the remote participants. Among the remote participants, the winners are determined based on the international final Protocol of the remote final phase. Results are calculated per each subject and grade. Participants of the remote final phase are awarded as follows:
	Award
	Condition

	Medal of the winner of the remote final phase, 

Diploma of the 1st degree for the first place, 

Badge, souvenir.
	10%  of maximum number of points among the participants but at least 60 points

	Diploma of the 2nd and 3rd degree  

“For solving the difficult tasks”, badge, souvenir.
	Based on results


	Diploma of participant, badge, souvenir.
	Below 55 points


Teachers who trained the finalists are awarded with certificates, school management and parents (legal representatives) of the participants are given with the recognition letters.
10. Supervision over compliance with the requirements of the Contest
10.1. The International Organizing Committee may supervise the compliance with the rules of qualification and final phases of the Contest. After each phase of the Contest, the IOC carries out the quantitative and qualitative analysis of the participants and their results.
10.2. In case any violations of the rules of the Contest are detected, students, grades and schools can be disqualified by the IOC. 
10.3. In case all the answers to all the tasks of all the students studying in grades of the same level in one school are the same, such participants are disqualified and their resulted will be annulled.  
10.4. The disqualified participants having gained at least 75% of maximum possible number of points and all participants whose results are questioned may pass the testing repeatedly. Repeated testing is made only in form of physical presence and only at attendance of the IOC representative. 
10.5. The IOC examines the appeals on disqualification of the participant and annulment of results within five days after the preliminary international protocol is published on the site of ANO Ural Federal District Teaching House. Appeals are accepted only in writing. After expiry of the said term appeals are not accepted.
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